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Hello York Avenue Families: 
 
I hope you are all staying warm! It has been wonderful getting to know the students as I continue to pop in 
and out of in-person and virtual classrooms. I am amazed by the overall level of student engagement and 
teaching in both virtual and in person instruction, but most of all I am amazed by something far greater 
than academics. I have noticed that our York Avenue students are kind and compassionate in their 
everyday interactions with their peers, the teachers and with myself! In our current times, this could not be 
more important or valuable. I sincerely thank all of the caregivers at home for all you are doing to instill 
these values in our students. It is my goal to continue to work together to build a community of not only 
learners, but of children who are kind and compassionate in their everyday actions as I believe that these 
are the qualities that are most important for success! 

I am excited to celebrate African American History month throughout February at York Avenue. Each 
morning, an important African American male or female will be named in our morning announcements 
along with some interesting facts about them. Please ask your child who they learned about each day and 
feel free to generate conversation about the great accomplishments each of these individuals have made! 

Beginning February 1st, I will be announcing our Yellow Jacket Award winners on the morning 
announcements. Recipients of this award will have been nominated by their classroom teacher. Yellow 
Jackets are York Avenue students who: 

● Show respect by being friendly, patient, and are well-mannered 
● Take responsibility by doing his or her best 
● Are ready to learn and are prepared on time 

We have many students to honor and I am excited to begin announcing the names. Each Monday, I will 
announce one winner from each class. 

I want you to know that as I continue to lead York Avenue, I am committed to ensuring equity among all 
students. Our building-level Cultural Proficiency and Equity team meets monthly from 8:30am-9:00am and 
I am looking to add a few more parent volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering your time on this 
committee, please email me at bericanm@npenn.org. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Please note the following important dates for February: 

● 2/11/21 Early Dismissal at 12:35pm 
● 2/12/21 No School (Teacher In-Service) 
● 2/15/21 No School (Presidents’ Day) 
● 2/23/21 Early Dismissal at 2:40pm 

 
Finally, please continue to reach out with any questions or concerns you have.  

Stay warm and healthy! 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole M. Berical 
Acting Principal 
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